Press release, June 2006
A silver ring discovered by Lund archaeologists in Portugal
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A silver ring was the most precious artefact found by an international excavation team investigating a monumental prehistoric grave in southern Portugal. The ring had been lost days earlier by Barbara, herself a member of the archaeological team.
Cornelius Holtorf from the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History at the University of Lund directs the project at Monte da Igreja near Évora in the central Alentejo. He says:

- “We are interested in the entire history of the site. A find from several millennia ago, when the monument was being constructed und used for the first time, is as important to us as a find from yesterday.”
Holtorf explains that Neolithic people built the imposing collective burial site in order to alter the landscape forever. The large granite slabs were to ensure that the structure lasted into the future. Some five thousand years later, the imposing structure still stands on the same hill. But with the original intentions of the builders lost, later generations had to come up with their own interpretations of the site. 

The new results from this spring confirm that already in the late Bronze Age, the grave chamber was re-used although its precise purpose at that time is not known. Later, in the Roman period, a small farm building was built next to the monument. At that time, the 4th century AD, the ancient grave had become a quarry and convenient part of an animal enclosure. Lost coins and other artefacts suggest that the site was subsequently revisited in the 11th, 17th and 19th centuries. It was not until the middle of the 20th century that archaeologists first recorded the grave at Monte da Igreja. 
Holtorf insists that his project, which is funded by the Swedish Science Council (Vetenskapsrådet), is but the most recent episode in a long history of reusing and reinterpreting the prehistoric monument. Seen in this light, the silver ring is archaeological evidence for the presence of the contemporary excavation team. It is also evidence for the craftsmanship of a modern silversmith and the wealth of the archaeologist who owned it.

- “At the end of the season, we took photographs of the ring and then returned it to Barbara”, says Holtorf with a smile. 
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